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Vor. VI.] Saturday, May 15, 1819. [No. If. 
MISCELLANY. 
On the Excellence of the Christian Religion, as a Source of Nationat 
Happiness. 


Wuerever the majority of a people are allowed to remain in 4 
state of ignorance and vice, there undoubtedly the greatest defi- 
ciency of national happiness is to be felt :—a fact which no theo- 
rist on government can reasonably dispute : it has proved itself in 
numerous instances, and is founded on the experience of ages. No 
administration can be safe, no social intercourse can be maintain- 
ed, where no hold is to be laid on the mind of the people ;—and 
such is the mind that is ignorant and vicious. Unawed, unres- 
trained, by religious impressions, it is ready to break out into the 
wildest extravagances. It feels not, nor acknowledges, any re- 
verence for divine authority, and, therefore, affords no security for 
public utility or social happiness. No law of mere human appoint- 
ment, no edict published by a mortal prince, will ever avail to 
check the excesses of mankind, or reduce them to rational obe- 
dience. God himself has raised barriers against the depravity 
of human nature, and when these are impiousiy broken through, 
the greatest disorders in morality, and the most awful calamities 
that can befall a nation, are certainly to be dreaded. 

[t isa grand characteristic of our holy religion, that it is cal- 

ulated to promote the mutual good of a whole community and of 
every individual member,—of the Sovereign, and of the nation. 
It teaches the duties of all ;—it considers the whole race as one 
creat family, of which God is the Father :—disregarding the petty 
listinctions that originate among themselves, it enforces his au- 
thority as Supreme ;—without respect to persons or offices, it de- 
‘ivers his precepts to the world, with sanctions which none but 
che Deity can give, with threatenings whose terrors, and with 
promises whose invitations, are equally extended to all. It ad- 
dresses itself to the conscience and judgment of every man ; and, 
where the corrupting influence of prejudice has not prevailed, it 
carries conviction with it. The unbiassed mind perceives and 
icknowledges the beauty and harmony of its parts,—its admira- 
ble suitableness to the various wants and interests of our nature, 
~and the sublime ideas it communicates of the great Ruler of the 
world, and the magnificent system of his operations. 

The tendency of the Christian religion to promote the happi- 
ness of mankind, appears from the broad principle on which it 
uniformly recommends and inculcates every social duty. What 
can be more inimical to every species of bigotry and exclusive 
benevolence, than the spirit that dictates such precepts as these : 


“ Whatsoeverye would that men should do unto you, do ye like- 
YOL. VI, | 
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Excellence of the Christian Religion. 


wise unto them; follow peace with all men :—if your brother 
should offend you, forgive him ; I say not seven times, but sevens y 
times seven :—-love your enemies; bless them that curse you ; 
do good to them that hate you ; and pray for them that despite. 
fully use you and persecute you.”? These are evidently nothing 
less than the dictates of the Deity himself. They breathe the be. 
nevolence of the divine mind, and are alone sufficient to establish 
the superiority of the religion of Jesus over every other system oj 
ethics, which the strongest efforts of unassisted reason have pre- 
sente d to the world. Christianity has exposed the errors, as well 
as refined and confirmed the truths, of ancient philosophy. Many 
good things have been said by some of the ancients, who, from 
an attentive and shrewd observation of human nature, have been 
able to think justly, and to digest certain excellent rules for the 
rectitude of ourconduct. ‘These, so far as they are founded on 
truth and utility, are acknowledged in the Christian system. But 
how far does it exceed the philosopher in the recommendation o! 
moral virtues! If he can say, “It is not enough to abstain from 
the act, we must avoid even the thought of mischief :”? the Chris- 
tian assents, but rises much higher in sublimity of sentiment: 
“Be not overcome of evil,’”’ says he, ‘“ but overcome evil with 
good :—if thine enemy hunger, feed him ; if he thirst, give him 
drink: for in so doing thou ‘shalt heap coals of fire on his head.” 
The philosopher teaches, that, “in returning a favour, we should 
do it, if possible, with interest, fe imitate fertile ground, which 
always yields more than it receives.”?”. The C hristian says Amen 
to the doctrine ; but the venerable Founder of his religion 
teaches the virtue of liberality and disinterestedness of spirit, with 
a simplicity of expression, and a greatness of thought that nothing 
in antiquity can equal. “If ye love them who love you; if ye do 
good to them who do good to you; and if ye lend to them ot 
whom ye hope to receive, what thank hav ey e ? for sinners also 
lend to sinners, to receive as much again: but love ye your ene- 
mies, and do good and lend, hoping for nothing again, and your 
reward shall be great; and ye shall be the children of the High 
est; for he is kind to the unthankful and to the evil.”? And again, 
“When thou makest a dinner or a supper, call not thy friends, 
nor thy brethren, neither thy kinsmen, nor thy rich neighbours, 
lest they also bid thee again, and a recompense be made thee. Bu' 
when thou makest a feast, call the poor, the maimed, the lame, and 
the blind, and thou shalt be blessed, for they cannot recompense 
thee ; for thou shalt be recompensed at the resurrection of the 
just.” 

In teaching and enforcing every relative duty, how evidently 
superior to all preceding legislators is the Founder of the Chris- 


tian religion! We cannot certainly read the pages which contain 


his doctrines, without feeling that they originate from a mind 0! 
infinite grasp, actuated by motives divinely pure, and whose aim 








ek see 


amg hg ae 









SO -_ _ OC = _—_ = 


— 


Selec “si. 


i a 


RS Ns a “ 


ss gee 





Character of an Atheist. 67 


s to promote the happiness of mankind in every possible situation. 
Children are taught, in language level to their comprehensions, 
the obedience and respect which they owe to their parents ; and 
parents are reminded, in their turn, of the duties of feeding and 
instructing their offspring. The mutual affection and condescen- 
sion so peculiarly amiable to the conjugal state, are recommended 
in the strongest terms. The union is represented as made by 
God himself, and, therefore, indissoluble but by him. Its engage- 
ments are made sacred by his own seal which he has put upon 
them, having this authoritative inscription, ‘* What God has join- 
ed together, letno man put asunder.”? As brothers and sisters, 
we are warmly admonished to reciprocal acts of kindness and love ; 
and what system of doctrines can more unequivocally insist on 
the duties of inferiors to superiors, superiors to inferiors, of kings 
to their subjects, and of subjects to their kings? The religion 
of Christ is a religion of order and harmony. Whatever is offen- 
sive to these is hostile to the gospel, which requires of its profes- 
sors that ** they live soberly, righteously, and godly in the world,” 
that they “fear God and honour the king ;”’ that they not only 
abstain from rebellion, but that they “ pray for all those that are 
in authority,”? representing their offices as the appoinments of 
God ; and giving to the lawful exercise of their prerogatives the 
sanction of divine commission. But while it insures to the ruler 
the respectand obedience due to his authority, it flatters him not 
at the expense of his people ;—it affords him many wholesome 
lessons on the subject of government, guarding the precious rights 
and privileges of the people by the most terrible denunciations 
against the abuse of power, and the most endearing commenda- 
tions of a righteous and merciful administration. 

It is wise, therefore, as well as benevolent in any civil power, 
to encourage the diffusion ofreligious knowledge among the low- 
er orders of the community. Let it, by its own example, recom- 
mend the sublime virtues of Christianity ; let it enforce, by the 
uniform support of legislation, its mild and righteous precepts, 
and it will assuredly prove “a terror to evil-doers, and a praise to 
them that do well :” good order and harmony will be established : 
all ranks will catch the spirit of universal benevolence, and the 
strongest phalanx will be drawn round the throne of civil power: 


Character of an Atheist. 


I witt imagine only one case more, on which you would em- 
phatically express your compassion, though for one of the most 
daring beings in the creation, a contemner of God, who explodes 
his laws by denying his existence. 

If you were so unacquainted with mankind, that this charac- 
ter might be announced to you as a rare or singular pheno 
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menon, your conjectures, till you saw and heard the man, at the 
nature and the extent of the discipline through which he must 
have advanced, would be led toward something extraordinary ; 
and you might think that the term of that discipline must have 
been very long,—since a quick train of impressions, a short series 
of mental gradations, within the little space of a few months and 
years, would not seem enough to have matured such supreme and 
awful heroism. Surely, the creature that thus lifts his voice, and 
defies all invisible power within the range of infinity, challenging 
whatever unknown being may hear him, and may appropriate that 
| title of Almighty which is pronounced in scorn, to evince his ex. 
istence, if he will, by his vengeance, was not as yesterday a little 
fj child, that would tremble and cry at the approach of a diminu- 
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tive reptile. 

But indeed it is a heroism no longer, if he knows that there is 
no God. The wonder then turns on the great process, by which 
a man could grow to the immense intelligence that can 
| know there is no God. What ages and what lights are re- 
th quisite for this attainment! This intelligence involves the very 
i attributes of Divinity, while a God is denied; for unless this man 
1 is omnipresent, unless he is at this moment in every place in the 
i universe, he cannot know but there may be in some place mani- 
Hi) festations of a Deity by which even he would be overpowered. 
| If he does not know absolutely every agent in the universe, the 
one that he does not know may be God. If he is not himself the 
ay chief agent in the universe, and does net know what is so, that 
Ay which is so may be God. Ifhe is not in absolute possession ofall FF 
7 i the propositions that constitute universal truth, the one which he 
| wants may be, that there isa God. If he cannot with certainty 
assign the cause of all that he perceives to exist, that cause may 
be aGod. If he does not know every thing that has been done 
in the immeasureable ages, that are past, some things may have | 
been done by a God. Thus, unless he knows all things, that is, FF 
precludes another Deity, by being one himself, he cannot know [7 
that the Being, whose existence he rejects, does not exist. But 
he must know that he does not exist, else he deserves equal con- 
tempt and compassion for the temerity with which he firmly avows 
his rejection and acts accordingly. And yet a man of ordinary 
age and intelligence may present himself to you with the avowal 
of being thus distinguished from the crowd ; and if he would de- 
scribe the manner in which he has attained this eminence, you 
would feel a melancholy interest in contemplating that process 
of which the result is so portentous. Foster. 
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FAMILY WORSHIP. 


From the Life of the Rev. Philip Henry. 


It is the judgment of archbishop Tillotson, in that excellent book 
which he published a little before his death upon this subjcet 
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Anecdote. 69 


“That constant family-worship is so necessary to keep alivea 
sense of God and religion in the minds of men, that he sees not 
how any family that neglects it can in reason be esteemed a fa- 
mily of christians, or indeed to have any religion at all.” How 
earnestly would Mr. Henry reason with people sometimes about 
this matter, and tell them what a blessing it would bring upon 
them and their houses, and all thattheyhad. He that makes his 
house a little church shall find, that God will make ita little sanc- 
tuary. It may be of use to give a particular account of his prac- 
tice in this matter, because it was very exemplary. As to the 
time of it, his rule was, commonly the earlier the better, both 
morning and evening ; in the morning before worldly business 
crowded in, “ early will I seek thee ;” he that is the first would 
have the first ; noris it fit that the worship of God should stand 
by and wait while the world’s turn is served. And early in the 
evening, before the children and servants began to be sleepy ; 
and therefore, if it might be, he would have prayer at night before 
supper, that the body might be the more fit to serve the soul in 
that service of Ged. And indeed he did industriously contrive 
all the circumstances of his family-worship, so as to make it most 
solemn and most likely to answer the end. He always made it the 
business of every day, and not (as too many make it) a by-busi- 
ness. This being his fixed principle, all other affairs must be 
sure to give way tothis. And he would tell those who objected 
against faimily-worship, that they could not get time for it ; that 
if they would but put on christian resolution. at first, they would 
not find the difficulty so great as they imagined ; but after a while, 
their other affairs would fall ineasily and naturally with this, es- 
pecially where there is that wisdom which is profitable to direct ; 
nay, they would find it to be a great preserver of order and de- 
cency in a family, and it would be like a hem to all their other bu- 
siness, to keep it from ravelling. He was ever careful to have 
all his family present at family-worship; though sometimes, living 
in the country, he had a great household; yet he would have 
not only his children and sojourners (if he had any) and domes- 
tic servants, but his work-men and day-labourers, and all that 
were employed for him, if they were within call to be present to 
join with him in this service ; and as it was an act of his charity 
many umes to set them to work for him, so to that he added this act 
of piety, to set them to work for God. And usually when he 
paid his workmen their wages, he gave them some good counsel 
about their souls: yet if any that should come to family-worship 
were at a distance, and must be staid for long, he would rather 
want them, than put the duty much out of time ; and would some- 
tumes say at night, “ Better one away than all sleepy.” 





Anecdote. 


A certain libertine of a most abandoned character happened 
accidentally to stroll into a church, where he heard the Jifth chap- 
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ter af Genesis, importing that so long lived such and such per. 
sons, and yet the conclusion was they died. Enos lived 905 years, 
and he died—Seth 912, and he died—Melhuselah 969, and he 
died. The frequent repetition of the words he died (notwith- 
standing the great length of years they had lived) struck him so 
deeply with the thought of death, and eternity, that it changed 
his whole frame.—He attended the remainder of divine service 
with the utmost seriousness :—went home and prayed earnestly 
to God for forgiveness and the assistance of his Holy Spirit ;— 
and became, from an infamous libertine, a most exemplary chris- 
tian. 
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OBITUARY. 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN HERALD. 





“ The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken ; blessed be the name of 


the Lord.”’ 


Diep, on Saturday evening, the third of April, after an illness of 
six days, and in the fifteenth year of herage, Miss Mary Livine. 
ston, eldest daughter of Edward P. Livingston, Esq. of Cler- 
mont. The Christian fortitude, hope, and joy, displayed by 
this young Lady at the solemn hour of death, forcibly point out to 
parents the duty and advantages of bringing up their Children 
“in the nurture and admonition ofthe Lord.’? At a very tender 
age she had been accustomed to hear such parts of the Holy 
Scriptures as it was supposed she could understand ; and before 
she had completed her eighth year, she had read, with her mo- 
ther, the whole of the Old and New Testaments. Since that 
time, she had devoted a portion of each day to read several chap- 
ters of the Bible with the females of the family. The Book of 
Common Prayer, which she had received from her affectionate 
grandmother, the late Mrs. R. R. Livingston, she also constantly 
and attentively perused, as well alone, as with her father; and 
the Catechism, and several Psalms were committed to memory, 
and clearly understood, at an early period of her life. She pos- 
sessed an amiable disposition and a kind heart, and on no occa- 
sion was she ever known to employ money entrusted to her own 
disposal, for any other purpose, than to feed the hungry, and to 
clothe the naked. Cheerful and happy, she engaged readily in 
recreations suited to her age, and took great pleasure in accom- 
modating herself to the wishes of her younger sisters. To her 
parents she was dutiful and affectionate ; to all she knew, kind 
and benevolent. When she was taken sick, it was soon ap- 
parent, that Religion afforded her the greatest consolation; she 
requested her mother to read the Bible to her, and particularly 
a Psalm which she had just committed to memory. She often 
pays and mentioned, with much pleasure, a Sermon she had 

eard preached by the Rev. Mr. Montgomery, in which the vani- 
ty and insufficiency of the world to make us happy, had been 
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clearly shown. ‘This truth appeared to dwell greatly on her 
mind, and she remarked, that if people would only study the Bi- 
ble. they would be convinced of it also. The idea that her sick- 
ness might terminaje in death, early occurred, and her addresses 
to God, in the presence of her mother, that he would cleanse her 
heart, and make her fit to die, were frequent and devout. When 
her father returned to her chamber, after being informed that she 
could not, probably, live many hours, she asked what the Doctor 
had said, and whether it was his opinion that she must shortly 
die? He answered, My dear Child, you know that you are very 
sick, and I fear that you cannot recover; you know, also, that 
life and death are in the hands of God. Do you trust in him, 
and in our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ ? Oh, yes, my dear 
father, was her reply. Observing her lips to move, he inquired 
what she said? Tam praying to God. Do so, said he, and let 
me hear you. She then addressed her Heavenly Father and Sa- 
viour in the most ferventmanner. When her mother came near 
her, she desired her parents to pray withher. After which, on 
being asked, Whether she was not convinced that Christ had 
come to save sinners ? she answered, Only those who have faith 
in him. On being interrogated by her Father, Whether she had 
faith in him? she replied, Oh, yes, Papa ! and repeated the Apos- 
tle’s Creed, and the Lord’s Prayer; then told him she had been 
lately learning another Psalm, and repeated the first 10 or 12 and 
the two last verses of the 139th Psalm, also some verses from 
a Hymn of Dr. Watts. Again she prayed to God to bless her 
parents for instructing her early in Religion, and teaching her to 
love the Bible. You read it with me, my dear mother, said she ; 
and you, my dear father, often read it for me and instructed me in 
the Catechism—-May my sister read it, and love that Blessed 
Book. Oh! how graicous and good has God been to me !—To 
him am I indebted for every thing—I might have been born 
poor, without friends to take care of, or instruct me; instead 
of which, I have had loving parents and kind friends, who have 
allowed me to want for nothing. Only think how kind Christ 
was, to come on earth to save such poor sinners as | am. 
Overpowered by the consciousness of her own unworthiness, 
she asked an affectionate cousin, at her bed-side, Whether she 
thought her sins would be pardoned? On being answered, 
That a sense of our sins, and sincere sorrow for them,” were 
the surest grounds to hope for pardon, she again prayed, re- 
peated her confidence in the mercy and merits of her Sa- 
viour, declaring that she no longer feared to die. She observ- 
ed, that it was better for her to dic now; for if she lived longer 
she might become sinful. She then entreated her Heavenly Fa- 
ther to bless all those whose kindness she had experienced during 
her sickness, mentioning them by name ; expressed her gratitude 
to her Physician, and implored the Divine blessing on him for 
his care and attention. She also devoutly prayed for her Pre- 
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ceptor. The following pious ejaculations are most distinctly re- 
collected : “ Oh Lord, in thee have I trusted, let me never be 
confounded,” ‘Oh Lord, deal not with us according to our 
sins’’—“‘ neither reward us according to our iniquities.”” “ [f j, 
is thy will, oh Heavenly Father, may this cup pass from me; not 
mine, but thy will be done.”’ ‘“‘ Oh Lord, thou art the rock of my 
salvation, and I shall not be confounded.*? The following was 
said with great animation: “ Who would have thought that this 
night I should be lying on my dying-bed! Oh, blessed night for 
me, for | shall sleep in the arms of Jesus—Oh, what a glorious 
thing it is,to goto my Saviour’s kingdom.”’ It is impossible to 
enumerate the affectionate remarks she addressed to her parents, 
and the anxiety she showed lest her death should too sensibly 
affect her mother, whom she entreated to be consoled, and recol- 
lect, that her sisters and brother would still stand in need of that 
love and kindness, which she and they had ever experienced. 
Afterwards she became silent and composed, and when asked if 
she knew her parents? replied, Yes, you are my dear mother, 
and my dear father. When asked if she felt pain ? she answer- 
ed, No pain—quite happy: and continued so to reply as long as 
she could articulate, and signified the same, by signs when her 
voice failed, turning to her fatherand kissing him. After laying 
some time, during which no groan was heard, nor convulsive mo- 
tion seen, slfe ceased to breathe ; and her spirit, as we trust, fled 
to the bosom of that Redeemer, on whose atonement she had con- 
fidently relied, for pardon and eternal happiness. 
New-York, April, 1819. 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 
SURVEY OF MISSIONARY STATIONS. 


(Continued from page 42.) 
SOUTH AFRICA. 


Tue Societies engaged in Missionary Exertions in this quarter, 
are, the United Brethren, the London Missionary Society, and 
the Wesleyan Methodists ; whose attempts began in the order 
in which the Societies have just been mentioned. The United 
Brethren had shown what might be effected, by the Divine Bless- 
ing on patient endeavours, even among despised Hottentots : the 
London Missionary Society, without any great expectations at 
first from this quarter, has multiplied its stations, and laboured 
with success even among the wildest inhabitants of the Interior: 
and the Wesleyan Methodists are following in the same vigorous 
career. 

There is a School at Cape Town, formed by Mr. Van Wagen- 
inge, from the Central School of the National Society. Mr. Van 
Wageninge is dead, but the School is proceeding with success.— 
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Ten or twelve thousand Slaves in Cape Town, at present a prey 
to Mahomedan Priests from the Interior, call loudly for Christian 
compassion. ; , 

The frequent intercourse with this country, the protection of 
the Local Government, and the comparative salubrity of the 
climate and cheapness of living, are circumstances favourable te 
Missionary Undertakings in this quarter. 

LONDON MISSIONARY SOCIETY, 

Cape Town—The Capital of the Colony.—George Thom.—~ 
Mr. Thom has resided here several years; and has been highly 
useful to the Europeans, Hottentots, and Slaves. He has taken 
several long journeys to distant, parts of the Colony; preaching, 
in Dutch, with much acceptance ; promoting Auxiliary Societies ; 
and dispensing the Scriptures. He has made application for per- 
mission to build a Chapel, for the purpose of instructing the 
Slaves. 

Stellenbosch.—-Twenty-six miles from Cape Town.—* No- 
thing,’ says Mr. Latrobe, in his Journal of his Visit to South 
Africa, “can be more delightful than the shady avenues planted 
in every street, defending the inhabitants and their dwellings 
from the burning rays of the sun.’’--1802.—J. Bakker. 

Mr. Bakker is well attended by Slaves and Hottentots, for 
whose accommodation places have been erected. His infirmities 
prevent him from yer. his labours. 

Caledon—About 150 miles E. of Cape Town, formerly called 
Zurebrach,ffrom the valley in which it is situated.—1811.—John 
Seidenfaden. 

The number of communicants is 70; and of the School-Chil- 
dren, 50. ‘The people amount to 400; but they are poor. The 
Place of Worship is insufficient for the accommodation of the 
hearers. A Bible Society has been formed about three years ; 
and a fund for charitable purposes has been established. Im- 
provements have been made in the cultivation, and in roads and 
fences. In 1817, 70 quarters of wheat were grown. 

Hooge Kraal—About 300 miles E. from Cape Town.—1813.-—- 
Charles Pacalt.—The Congregation increases so much, that the 
Chapel is too small. There are 60 School-Children. Communi- 
cants are 34, and they walk worthy of their holy vocation. Others 
are promising. About 406 rix-dollars were paid in taxes, in the 
year. The great scarcity of wheat disabled the people from sows 
ing much. This is a flourishing Station. 

Bethelsdorp—About 500 miles E. from Cape Town.—1802.— 
J. G. Messer, Evan Evans, F. G. Hooper.—Erasmus Smit from 
Grace Hill, and W. F. Corner and J. Goeyman, from Hephzibah, 
were at Bethelsdorp. 

_ Large tracts of land, at some distance from the village are c: I- 
tivated. Many trades are carried on. They have nowa School 


House anda Printing Office. Many stockings are knit for sale. 
VOL. VI. K 
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Hats, shoes, cord, mats, and baskets are also manufactured. 
Waggou-makers (who aré also smiths) and carpenters seldom 


want employ; but the most lucrative occupations are those of 


sawyers, wood-cutters, and bark-choppers. The settlement has 
hal to contend with many local disadvantages. The Mission- 
aries were, however, encouraged by the success of their labours. 
In 1816. they baptized 143 Adults ; in 1817, there were but 15, 
The School containing upward of 300 Children, was in a favour. 
able state. A new Church is building. The Settlement has 45 
well-cultivated gardens. , 

Mr. Latrobe has placed the natural disadvantages of this situ- 
ation ina strong light. He makes no doubt, however, but that 
Dr. Vanderkemp had reasons for his choice, which would have 
exhibited to the mind of a candid inquirer the truly sincere and 
religious motives by which he was actuated. 

‘Tae Church, built by Dr. Vanderkemp, is a monument of the 
peculiarity of his taste. Mr. Latrobe thus describes it—The 
Church consists of two buildings, placed together nearly ina right 
angle. The inner walls meet; the outer are connected bya 
wall, elliptical in its form. In the middle of this junction, the 
Minister’s seat and desk are placed: thus he may be seen and 
heard by the whole audience, though the men and women, who 
sit separate, cannot see one another. 

With reference to the disdvantages of this Settlement, the 
Directors remark—We hope that this Station, the external ap- 
pearance of which has excited so much censure, is now in an im- 
proving state. The spot, indeed, was ill chosen, and labours un- 
der great disadvantages: but the spiritual benefits received by 
many persons have far exceeded, in real importance, al! its exter- 
nal detects. 

In 1817, the state of the Settlement was as follows——Baptized, 
15 Adults and 34 Children ; excommunicated, 15 ; received again, 
6 ; marriages, 24; births, 45; deaths, 16; added to the Settle- 
ment, by permission of the Government, 34. 

Theopolis—About 600 miles E. from Cape Town.—1814.—J. 
G. Ullbricht, G. Baker.—This Settlement, being but two miles, 
from the sea, and near rivers and a wood, has many advantages 
for a comfortable subsistence. Much land is cultivated. The 
cattle are increased. There are upward of 80 gardens each oi 
about an acre. The Caffres occasionally plunder. 

Many have been brought to the knowledge of the Lord. The 
Communicants are 87 ;—39 men, and 48 women. An Auxiliary 
Missionary Society produced, in the year, about 15/. 

Kat Revier—In Caffraria, a country to the Eastward of the Co- 
lony, beyond the Great Fish River, 700 miles from Cape Town. 
-——Kat Revier (Cat River) is 200 miles N. E. of Bethelsdorp.— 
1816.—Joseph Williams, Missionary, and Jan 'Tzatzoo, a Native, 
son of a Caffre Chief, settled here, and were well received. The 
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principal Chief, King T’Geika, professed to be convinced of his 
sinful state, and desirous of receiving the Gospel. <A house, was 
built, a garden formed, and ground enclosed for corn. About 
100 Caftres attended Public Worship, with much seriousness. The 
number at the Settlement was 138. When the Governor visited 
Caflraria, and expressed a hope that T’Geika would protect the 
Missionaries in case of war, he answered evasively and sarcasti- 
cally. “It is shameful for the Caffres to steal and murder, now 
they have got God’s Word.”—* This T’Geika,” says Mr. Mes- 
ser, “is a particularly deep and politic barbarian king.” 

Jan Tzatzoo left Mr. Williams, and went to Theopolis; and, 
ahout the 24th of August, of iast year, it pleased God to call Mr. 
Williams from his labours. His situation has been arduous, 
There is reason to hope that the Mission will be encouraged and 
assisted by the Colonial Government. The prevalence of the 
Gospel among the Caffres would give security to the Borderers, 
and prevent the lamentable depredations and murders which have 
taken place. Mr. John Brownlee and Mr. Tayler will probably 
be fixed in this Station. 

Hephzibah—In the Bushmen’s Country, North of the Colony— 
formerly called Rhinoster Fountain.—1816.—W. F. Corner, 
Missionary, and J. Goeyman, Native, were ordered to leave the 
Station; but the Governor permitted Mr. Moffat and Mr. Kitch- 
man to proceed thither.—See Bethelsdorp. 

Grigua Town—North of the Colony—about 700 miles N. E. of 
Cape Town—near the Great Orange River.—1802.—William 
Anderson, Henry Helm, P. Berend, J. Hendrick, P. David, Piet 
Sabba, Natives.—The Missionaries have laboured, at this remote 
Station, with great success, for many years ; and, at times, amidst 
creat difficulties. It has been, of late, in favourable circumstances. 
A revival has taken place, chiefly among the females. An Aux- 
iliary Missionary Society has been established: the people, hav- 
ing no money, contributed cattle and elephants’ teeth. Attend- 
ance on Public Worship was good: the hearers had increased. 

New Lattakoo—North of the Colony, on the Kroomans’ River, 
a little South of Lattakoo, which is between 7 and 8 degrees 
North of the latitude of the Cape.—1817.—Robert Hamilton.— 
Mateebe, the King of Lattakoo, and part of his people, removed, 
with the Missionaries, to this spot, and built a town which has 
been named New Lattakoo. There are encouraging appearances 
at this Station. The Missionaries were in the full confidence of the 
King and his Chiefs. Many of the Bootsuannas daily attend the 
preaching of the Gospel: some seem impressed by the Word. 
A Church, 40 feet by 15, was begun on the 16th of February. 

In the neighbouring parts, there is an open field among the 
Corannas. With the Bushmen there was peace all around ; and, 
at two places among them, Native Teachers were employed. At 
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Malapeetze, Cupido labours ; and Makoon, who earnestly wishes 
for a Missionary, visits Cupido for religious instruction. 

Bethesda—North of the Colony—about 700 miles from Cape 
Town—on the North side of the Great River. —1808.—Christo- 
pher Sass. 

Mr. Sass judged it expedient to remove his Station to the 
north side of the Great River, where he finds a number of Bush- 
men, who are very desirous of a Christian Teacher. Many in- 
stances of the power of Divine Grace have been discovered. 

Jerusalem—Formerly called Africaner’s Kraal; and, after. 
ward, Peace Mountain—beyond the Colony, about 550 miles 
North of Cape Town.—1815.—E. Ebner, Robert Moffat. 

Mr. Moffat lately joined Mr. Ebner. It was intended to re- 
move toa more eligible situation, further north, and more in the 
midst of Africaner’s people. 

Prospects were favourable. About 400 attended Worship. 
Forty persons, Converts and their Children, had been baptized ; 
and 40 couple married. The Converts walk consistently. The 
School prospers. Civilization and cultivation advance. 

Bethany—Formerly called Klip Fountain—North of the Colony 
—55 miles North of the Great River.—H. Schmelen, J. Kitching- 
man, J. Marquard.—Mr. Kitchingman has lately joined his bre- 


thren. No recent accounts of the state of the Settlement have’ 


been received. 

Tulbagh Drosdy—About 40 miles North from Cape Town.— 
Ariel Vos, Cornelius Kramer, John Taylor.—The School and 
Congregation at Tulbagh appear to be in a flourishing state ; and 
the fruits of Mr. Vos’s labours are visible in the lives of many. 
Mr. Vos preaches also at places in the vicinity. At Bosjesveld, 
also, Mr. Kramer has laboured with success. 

Mauritius—Or, Isle of France—an Island, East of Madagascar, 
inhabited by French Colonists, but belonging to Great Britain, 
—1814.—John Le Brun. 

Mr. Le Brun has a Chapel, which contains about 300 persons, 
and is well filled. He has a School of about 90 Boys. In the 
midst of a depraved state of morals, a great change has been 
wrought in some. There are 25 Communicants. 

+ Madagascar—An immense Island, lying off the Eastern Coast 
ef Africa, in the Indian Ocean, in a partial state of civilization, 
and said to contain 4,000,000 inhabitants.—Thomas Bevan, Da- 
vid Jones.—These Missionaries, who were educated in Wales 
and afterwards studied at Gosport, reached Mauritius on the 9th 
of July. Governor Farquhar being now in this country, they 
applied to the Acting Governor ; who discouraged their proceed- 
ing to Madagascar, chiefly on account of the Slave Trade, in 
which almost all the Europeans engage, notwithstanding the 
Treaty entered into with the King of Ove. They ventured, how- 
ever, to proceed totheir destination, and arrived in safety: but 
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-¢ was uncertain whether they would be able to continue; the po- 
litical relations, which had subsisted between the King of Ova and 
the Governor of Mauritius, having ceased. 

A Station, called Grace Hill, formerly Thornberg, and some- 
times Vanderwalt’s Fountain, in the country of the wild Bushmen, 
about 500 miles from Cape Town, which was formed in 1814, 
has been, for the present, suspended. The Missionary, Erasmus 
Smit, is at Bethelsdorp. The Station is likely to be resumed, on 
the arrival of the Deputation at the Cape. 

(To be Continued.) 


BAPTIST MISSION. 
Extract of a Letter from the Junior Brethren, dated 
Calcutta, July 22, 1818. 


Tue events which have occurred, since we despatched our last 
quarterly letter, together with the season of the year, lead us at 
this time to address you rather earlier than we should otherwise 
have done. 

In the Bengalee department we first mention schools ; in which, 
indeed, at the date of our last letter, we hoped to have increased 
our exertions toa greater extent than we have yet been able to re- 
alize. This hope was confirmed by the request of a benevolent 
gentleman, possessed of considerable influence in Calcutta, that 
we would draw up a memorial, stating the advantages that result 
from schools, the opportunities presented in this city for their in- 
crease, and our desire to receive that support which was neces- 
sary to enable us to engage more extensively in them. Although 
no effect has yet been produced by this memorial, our expecta- 
tions from this quarter are by no means relinquished. Jt is our de- 
sire to enter pretty fully into exertions of this kind, which we shall 
do with the greatest confidence, as Mr. Penny’s intimate acquaint- 
ance with Mr. Lancaster’s system will enable us to apply, in the 
most efficient manner, the money with which we may be entrust- 
ed; while he and Mr. Pearce are desirous of devoting to this ob- 
ject the whole of the time which remains from their other engage- 
ments. The necessity for increased exertions in this department 
will appear when it is known that, besides the two schools which 
we reported in our last communication, two new ones in populous 
parts of the city, for which we have taken ground for, and are 
building houses, and one school under the superintendence of the 

brethren at Serampore, no other means of this kind are at pre- 
sent employed in connexion with the propagation of Christianity 
amongst the inhabitants of Calcutta. 

We would wish to give to native schools the importance that 
belongs to them, and consider them as furnishing important aid in 
missionary work, by communicating much useful knowledge, 
and by preventing the implantation, or at least checking the 
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growth of those prejudices and dangerous errors, which operate 
so powerfully against the reception of the gospe!. We ought, 
however, to look upon their aid as entirely subordinate, and never 
to forget that the preaching of the gospel is the means appointed 
by the Head of the church for the extension of his kingdom, and 
that which he has always honoured with the greatest success. In 
this part of missionary labour we are happy to say, that we have 
been enabled of late considerably to extend our etlorts in the Ben- 
galee. In two places of worship, the gospel is regularly preached 
once, and sometimes twice a week. Another, somewhat larger, 
which is ina state of considerable forwardness, we expect to oc- 
cupy in the course of a fortnight; and as soon as ground, in eli- 
gible situations, can be obtained, we shall commence building 
three others. These, with our present number, will be quite 
sufficient te employ us, and to lead to such arrangements as will 
enable one, or another, to be amongst the Bengalees every day. 
Besides these daily services amongst the natives in Calcutta, Mr, 
E. Carey proposes, when the rains have ceased, to commence an 
annual itinerancy of two or three months continuance, through the 
province of Bengal, in different directions; during which, with 
the assistance of a native convert, he will embrace every oppor- 
tunity of sowing the seed of the word of life, with the hope that 
it may produce a hundred fold. 

With respect to the success that has attended our labours 
amongst the natives, we cannot say much. The husbandman 
must first dabour before he be partaker of the fruit ; and we consi- 
der that a course of steady and persevering effort is necessary 
before any effectual impression can be made on this people. It 

ives us, however, great pleasure to witness the spirit of hearing 
which has been excited, and the increasing attention which 1s 
given to the preaching of the gospel; so that in either of our 
places of worship we can always obtain a congregation of 50 or 
60, generally upwards of 100, and sometimes approaching to 150 
people ; who, in most instances, listen with considerable atten- 
tion, although in others there is a strong disposition to cavil and 
object. They generally afford, during the time they remain 
present, as serious an appearance as most English congregations. 
During the period of one service of two or three hours continu- 
ance, we have perhaps three perfectly different congregations, 
who are successively addressed by two, three, or four preachers. 
We have not, however, been entirely without encouragement. A 
man who regularly attends the Bengalee preaching, has called 
upon us,- accompanied by a woman with whom he had been 
living in an illicit connexion ; his mind seemed to have received 
serious impressions, and both requested that they might be united 
in a lawful manner. In that part of the city where our brother 
Sebukram lives, there are also several inquirers, of whom we 
hope well, although we are unable, from an imperfect acquaint 
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ance with their characters, to speak with certainty of them. Va- 
rious considerations have suggested the propriety of having a place 
for the reception of inquirers ; and for this purpose we intend to 
accept the offer of a piece of ground, for three years, from a kind 
friend, and to build upon it a house adapted to the accommodation 
of such interesting characters. In the course of a month or six 
weeks, we shall commence building. 

In the English department we are still labouring with much the 
same success as when we last addressed you. The congregation 
at Lall Bazaar chapel, fluctuates much. Sometimes we have few 
hearers, and on other occasions we are well attended. Many 
strangers are to be found in the congregation, who never make 
themselves known to us. 

The Tuesday evening lecture, generally preached by our 
venerable brother Dr. Carey, has lately been resigned to the re- 
sident pastors of the church. Dr. Carey expressed his desire, on 
account of his declining strength, to relinquish this weekly exer- 
cise. He had, for many years, been engaged in this, to the great 
satisfaction of the church and congregation, and it is our earnest 
prayer that he may soon feel himself so much established in health 
as toresume this exercise. Our weekly prayer-meetings are some- 
times well attended, especially the one heldat the house of our high- 
ly-esteemed deacon and friend, brother Gordon. It is his delight to 
open his doors for the worship of God: his house has undergone 
much alteration, and has been considerably enlarged to accom- 
modate those who attend. And not only inthis manner does our 
valued friend countenance and support the social band in his own 
house, but he never fails to set the example of constant attend- 
ance wherever our other prayer-meetings are held: indeed, some 
of them would much decline, if not altogether die, butfor his 
exertions. 

While on the subject of prayer-meetings, we cannot refrain 
from mentioning, that on the second Saturday evening in each 
month, we meet with our esteemed brethren ‘Townly and Keith, for 
the purpose of imploring the Divine blessing on our labours as 
missionaries, in Calcutta. This meeting is undoubtedly productive 
of good, and serves to strengthen the cords of brotherly love. It 
is entirely distinct from our public monthly missionary prayer- 


meeting: this is well attended, and often these seasons are very 
refreshing. 

Our congregation in the Fort has gradually increased, and there 
are many pleasing appearances of the power of Divine grace in the 
59th regiment. On July the 2d, early in the morning, two of the sol- 
diers were baptized, and on then next sabbath day were received 
into the church. Many of the women in the regimenthave attended 
divine service for a long time past, and a serious concern for sal- 
vation seems to prevail amongst them. Several began to inquire 
‘nearnest for their eternal welfare, and formed a private meeting 
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amongst themselves for reading the scriptures and prayer. Their 
meetings were held in the quarters of the serjeant-major of the re- 
giment, who is a serious man, and whose wife is at the head of 
this band of women. They have been visited two or three times, 
and examined respecting their religious experience : at this meet. 
ing about 16 or 17 attend. Many of the brethren have been 
much afflicted of late, which has caused us to visit the hospital, 
A place of worship has been allowed the religious soldiers there, 
and sermons have been preached to the emaciated inhabitants ot 
this house of mourning; and lately one brother departed this life 
in peace, giving much satisfaction to his surviving comrades, 
Our Calcutta Baptist Auxiliary Society will, we hope, ultimately 
be an efficient agent in accomplishing your benevolent plans in 
India: its subscriptions at present amount to about 100 sicca ru- 
pees per month. This sur is small, it is true, and the, Society 
itself has to struggle with difficulties; but we believe it is des- 
tined to live, and to be a great blessing to the heathen around 
us. Two Branch Societies to this have been formed: one is 
amongst the heathen in Fort William; the other amongst the 
brethren of the 24th regiment at Dinapore. This last bids fair 
to be a flourishing one indeed. 

Having thus, esteemed brethren, given you an account of our 
circumstances and prospects, we again affectionately entreat 
your advice and assistance in our future proceedings. We pray 
that God himself may bless you, and render you the means of 
communicating abundant blessings to the heathen ; and when the 
spirit of prayer and supplication is poured out upon your assem- 
blies, and when in secret you supplicate the extension of the 
Redeemer’s kingdom in this benighted country, we hope you will 
not forget, 

Your affectionate fellow-labourers and 
servants for Christ’s sake, 


John Lawson. James Penney. 
Eustace Carey. Wm. H. Pearce. 
Wm. Yates. Wm. Adam. 


P. S. We are sorry to have to condole with the Society, in 
the severe and alarming affliction of one of the most useful of 
missionaries, our esteemed brother Chamberlain. He has for 
some months been labouring under a severe attack of asthma, that 
has totally laid him aside from all exertions, and brought him. to 
the brink of the grave. We sincerely pray that God may dissi- 
pate our fears, and for the welfare of our Misnicie: and in compas- 
sion to the heathen, restore him to health, and prolong his valua- 
ble life. The last accounts from Monghyr respecting him have 
been very gloomy. 

_ It is also with poignangsorrow we have to inform you of the 
death of our lamented sister, Mrs. Sutton. She departed yester- 
day morning, the 21st, at 7 o’clock, after a struggle of about seven 


$ 
z 






a ae oe. 





—_—— 












Church Missionary Socvety. $l 


hours. Brethren Adam and E. Carey, upon our receiving the in- 
telligence, went immediately to Serampore, to visit brother Sut- 
ton in his distress. Her confinement was a remarkably favoura: 
ble one, and nearly a fortnight had elapsed, and no alarming 
symptoms had been observed by any one. Her change was sud- 
den and astonishing. She was not sensible for several hours be- 
fore she died, but nearly in the last conversation she had with 
brother Sutton, expressed her firm confidence, that God would 
do what was right with her and hers. May our compassionate 


God comfort and bind up the heart of her afflicted and aged 
mother ! 












CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


State of the Jews at Jerusalem. 


Mr. Burckhardt writes—‘‘ The Jews of Jerusalem are under 
seven Chiefs, called Procurators or Deputies, who are nominated 
by the Jews themselves. These persons settle causes at law 
among their countrymen. A Jew, desirous of buying a Hebrew 
Testament, did not venture to do so till he had shown it to one of 
the Procurators. Their religious affairs, in general, are under 
the government of the Rabbis, who had formerly the right of no- 
_ minating the Rabbis of the neighbouring towns; but, for about 
' 20 years past, this practice has ceased. 

“ Itis said that the total number of Jews amounts to 12,000; 
__ butthis varies, as many of the Jews come to Jerusalem to stay 
_ only for a limited time. Among the Jews are many old men; as 
people advanced in age come from all parts of the world to die 
there, hoping to escape certain pains after death, which they sup- 


pose to be remitted to them who finish their days in the Holy 
‘ Land.” 
















Remarks on Holy Places in Palestine. 


Of course, I did not fail to visit several holy places; such 
as, the Holy Sepulchre, and the Place of the Nativity. If you 
should ask me whether I felt any thing very great at the sight of 
them, I must answer, “ No.’? I know not whether it proceeds 
from a hardness of heart, or from the circumstance, that I am in 
general averse from that sort of religious emotion which enters 
simply by the senses, and where the spirit finds no substantial 
nourishment. All this curdling of the blood, this trinket-selling, 
and these holy perfumeries, seem to me not to have the value of 
one single truly religious thought. When I desire to see and 
hear the Lord Jesus in person, it is not that | may gaze upon the 


'raits of his countenance, or hear the sound of his voice; but 
VOL. Vr 
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pather it would be, that I might see Him act; and listen to his 
words, to penetrate into the sense of them. 

“It may be said, and with some reason, that objects of sense 
serve to rouse the thoughts; but I think that a good Sermon, of 
half-an-hour’s length, on the Resurrection of Jesus Christ, is bet- 
ter suited to excite and keep up a lively devotion, than fixing the 
eye for a whole day on the Holy Sepulchre ; for what enters by 
the sight strikes us strongly but for a moment ; while the word 
spoken is able to interest us a hundred times longer. I saw an 
Arminian Priest reading by himself near the Holy Sepulchre. [If 
he was reading, as I suppose, the History of the resurrection, he 
might exclaim, at every line—‘ This, too, took place on this very 
spot.? Truly this must needs be a rare pleasure ; but when Re- 
ligion is the subject, rarity is not the thing to be aimed at, but 
fruit for life. 

‘* It is remarkable that the external actions rendered sacred by 
Jesus Christ, are actions which may. be performed in almost 
every place and at every time: on the contrary, there is but one 
Holy Sepulchre in all the world; and, supposing that to be de- 
stroyed, who can make a new one? We may observe, also, that 
we never read of Jesus Christ’s having consecrated an Altar or 
an Image, or any material substance: which proves to me that 
such things ought not to be considered as essential or necessary. 
Tf, in reality,the Hoty Sepulchre is a holy thing,then I maintain that 
all the Europeans and Christians in general have been, ever since 
the Crusades, the most irreligious, the most inconsistent, and 
Jax characters in the world, for not having rescued this supposed 
inestimable jewel from the hands of the Turks. 

All this, notwithstanding, | am in no wise disposed to depireci- 
ate the pious sentiments felt by those devout Souls who kiss a bun- 
dred times the Holy Sepulchre—the greater part of them perhaps 
with a sincere love for Jesus Christ” 


The Advantages of Printing at Places reputed Holy. 


While we may learn, from the just views of Mr. Burckhardt, 
to estimate the comparative value of Holy Affections to Holy 
Places, he will teach us still to avail ourselves of the reputation 
of such places in conferring the highest benefits on others. 

“ It is to Rome,” he observes, ‘ that all the Levant has been 
indebted, for many ages past, for a quantity of books printed 
there in che Eastern wh wd for the use of the Orientals; 
while the other nations of Europe have forgotten the natal country 
of their religion, now in slavery. Such books as are destined for 
the Christians of the Levant, should be printed in some place 
renowned in Sacred History ; because these Christians, priding 
themselves on their natal place, which they believe to be far 
more holy than all other spots in the world not mentioned in the 
Bible, despise all those things of a sacred nature which clo no! 
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emanate from a place holy like their own. For this reason, 
wish the Arabic Printing Press of Malta, when such shall exist, 
the best possible success—the Island of Malta being a Holy 


place.’ 
+ 


DOMESTIC, 
Third Anniversary of the American Bible Society. 


On the 13th inst. the Third Anniversary of the American Bible 
Society was celebrated in this city. The Officers and Members 
of the Society met at the New-York Institution at 10 o’clock, A. 
M. and proceeded to the Assembly Room of the City-Hotel, in 
Broadway. At 11 o’clock, the Hon. ELIAS BOUDINOT, 
President of the Society, took the Chair. The 96th Psalm was 
then read by the Rev. James Milnor, Rector of St. Georges’s 
Church in this city, and Secretary for Domestic Correspondence 
of the Seciety, and the meeting opened by an impressive, af- 
fectionate, and fervent Address from the President. 

The Annual Report of the Society, containing an interesting 
and highly satisfactory account of the proceedings of the Board 
for the past year, was then read by the Rev. James M. Matthews, 
pastor of the Dutch Church in Garden-street, in this city. By 
this document it appears that the Society have printed, during the 
last year, 47,329 copies of the Bible, and 24,000 copies of the 
New Testament, and during the three years of its existence 
105,270 copies of the Bible and Testament. The amount of its 
funds received during the past year is $42,723 94; of which have 
been paid by Auxiliary Societies $27,919 78, and $6,771 92 by 
congregations and individuals for the purpose of constituting their 
pastors members for life, and the residue by contributions from 
members, donations, bequests, &c. The number of Auxiliary 
Societies 1s one hundred and ninety-two. 

After the Report had been read, the following Resolutions were 
unanimously adopted, viz. 

On motion of the Hon. Jonas Platt, one of the Judges of the 
Supreme Court of the state of New-York, seconded by the Rev. 
Gardiner Spring, of the Presbyterian Church, in Beekman-street, 
in this city : 

Resolved, That the Report now read be received and adopted, 
and that it be published under the direction of the Board of Ma- 
nagers. 

On motion of the Rev. Dr. Neill, of the Presbyterian Church, 
Philadelphia, seconded by the Rev. Dr. M‘Dowell of the same 
church, Elizabeth Town, New-Jersey : 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Meeting be given to the 
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Board of Managers for their persevering attention to the business 
of this Society. 

On motion of Thomas Eddy, of the Society of Friends, seconded 
by Elias Boudinot Caldwell, Esq. of the city of Washington : 

Resolved, 'That the thanks of this Society be given to the 
Treasurer and Secretaries, for their unremitted and valuable ser 
vices during the past year. 

On motion of the Rev. Dr. Wharton, of the Episcopal Church, 
Burlington, New-Jersey, seconded by the Rey. Dr. Hall, of Nort); 
Carolina : 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Meeting be given to the con- 
gregations and individuals who have, since the last Report, made 
their pastors members for life of this Society. 

On motion of the Hon. Peter A. Jay, Recorder of the city of 
New-York, seconded by the Rev. John Williams, of the Baptist 
Church in this city : 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Society be given to the Pre- 
sident for attending and presiding at this Meeting, notwithstand 
ing his advanced years and bodily infirmity. 

In support of the resolutions, as they were severally moved 
and seconded, highly interesting and eloquent addresses were de- 
livered by Judge Platt, the Rev. Messrs. Spring, Neill, M‘Dowell, 
and Wharton, and by Messrs. Eddy, Caldwell, and Jay. 

The assembly collected on the occasion was much more nv- 
merous than at either of the preceding years, and of the highesi 
respectability. Among the persons present were, his Excellency 
Governor Clinton, the Hon. Smith Thompson, Secretary of the 
Navy of the United States, Gen. Matthew Clarkson, and John 
Bolton, Esq. Vice Presidents of the Society, Hon. Brockholst 
Livingston, one of the Judges of the Supreme Court of the 
United States, the Judges of the Supreme Court of this state, 
who, asa mark of respect for the occasion, adjourned the court 
to attend the meeting, the Mayor and Recorder of the city, Pre- 
sident Day, of Yale College, Connecticut, and a numerous body 
of the Reverend Clergy from this and other states. Among the 
peculiar gratifications experienced by the Society and its friends, 
we must not omit to mention that derived from the presence of 
their aged and venerable President. Being advanced beyond 
that extreme period of life which the scriptures emphatically de- 
clare to be labour and sorrow, and having been for a large por- 
tion of the time for several years past confined to his room by se- 
vere bodily infirmity, he has twice in succession been able, by 
the blessing of God, to meet his brethren and friends on the An- 
niversary of the Society, of which he may emphatically be called 
the Parent, as well as the most liberal and munificent Benefactor, 
to preside at their meeting, and to join with them in manifesta- 
tions of sacred joy at the success of their united labours. Con- 
sidering each opportunity as the last, he appears like the prophet 
of old, to be ready and willing, in deep and humble submission 
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and gratitude, to say—“ Lord now lettest thou thy servant de- 
artin peace.” 

The following persons were elected Managers, to supply the 
vacancies which have occurred by constitutional provision and 
otherwise, VIZ 

John Adams, Ifenry Rutgers, 
Cornelius Heyer, Francis B. Winthrop, 
Peter W. Radcliffe, Thomas Shields, 
Robert Ralston, Thomas Stokes. 


John R. B. Rodgers, M. D. 


Quarterly Extracts of the Amer. Bible Society, for Feb. 1819. 


(Concluded from page 56) 


Extracts from the Third Report of the Long-Island Bible Society 
presented 16th September, 1818. 


There were forty-two Bibles sold during the last year, and 
ninety-six Bibles and forty Testaments, gratuitously distributed ; 
making the whole number of Bibles and Testaments, distributed 
gratuitously since the commencement of the institution, to be three 
hundred and fifty-one of the former, and one hundred and forty of 
the latter. 


Extract from the Seventh Report of the New-Hampshire Bible 
Society, presented September 16, 1818. 


As our Society is an auxiliary to the American Bible Society, 
our distribution of the Sacred Scriptures is now confined to New- 
Hampshire, except occasionally supplying some on our borders. 
After providing for this distribution, we transmit what our re- 
sources will admit to the National Society. 

The Board, immediately after their appointment, voted a dona- 
tion to that Society, not exceeding five hundred dollars. It is 
cause of regret, that it was not transmitted in season to appear 
in their Second Annual Report. Nor has it been as yet conve- 
nient to transmit any more than two hundred and fifty dollars. 
This, with other remittances by donation, and for the purchase of 
Bibles, makes an amount of one thousand three hundred and nine- 
'y-seven dollars, which has been forwarded to the National So- 
ciety. 

The Treasurer, as directed by the Committee of the Board, has 

purchased the past year, one thousand and sixty-four Bibles, and 
eleven hundred Testaments. 
_ The whole amount of Bibles and Testaments purchased for the 
Society, is now six thousand seven hundred and sixty-four Bi- 
bles, and two thousand six hundred Testaments, exclusive of 
nearly seven hundred Bibles which have been purchased for dis- 
(ribution in western sections of our eountry. 


It must be highly gratifying to the members and patrons of the. 
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Society, that the copies of the Scriptures, which are now circy. 
lated, are of so excellent a quality. This circumstance, we would 
hope, will give a new excitement to their liberality. Such a pre- 
cious volume as the Bible should never be printed on mean pa- 
per, or make a mean appearance. But it should command at- 
tention and respect by its good impression. 

The novelty of distributing the Scriptures gratuitously, has in 
# measure subsided among ourselves ; but still itis attended with 
interest and pleasing proofs of its utility. And the Board are 
persuaded, that by proper attention and ample means, it may yet 
be carried to greater extent, and produce more important eflects, 
There is a multitude of poor children in the state, who ought to 
be supplied first with Testaments and then with Bibles. The 
rising generation are the hope of our country, as well as of the 
Church of God. The moral and religious habits which these 
form in early life, are of unspeakable importance to themselves 
and to the community. Poor children should receive the parti- 
cular attention of Bible Societies and their agents, For their 
special benefit, it is hoped that the Board will be able to adopt 
some efficient measures, and receive ample encouragement and 
prompt assistance from the liberal and well disposed in aii parts 
of the State. 

The Bible and Tract Society of Dartmouth College, since our 
last anniversary, has voted unanimously to become auxiliary to 
this Society, and forwarded a donation of twenty dollars to the 
‘Treasurer. 

It gives us much pleasure to see the members of our College 
thus forward in the diffusion of the word of God. We trust that 
it will be attended with a special blessing. 

On the whole, we have reason to believe, that a habit of Chris- 
tian beneficence is extensively forming in this state. We wish to 
see it more and more strengthened and extended. Thus the sons 
and daughters of New-Hampshire will perform an henourable 
part in achieving the universal triumph of the Gospel of the grace 


of God. 


From the Sixth Report of the Vermont Brste Society, presented 
October 14, 1818. 


It will be recollected with pleasure, that this Society is auxill- 
ary to the American Bible Society. So well are the inhabitants 
of our own State furnished with Bibles, that it is believed a large 
proportion of our funds may in future be placed at the disposal ot 
the National Institution. By order of your Directors, four hun- 
dred dollars were forwarded to its treasury soon after our last an- 
nual meeting. This sum is double to that appropriated in the 
same manner the preceding year, and we believe a still larger 
sum may be thus appropriated the present year. The usefulness 
-of this Society, in future, will ce chiefly on its connexion with 
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the American Bible Society, and the aid it will afford to that im- 
portant Institution, in sending the Bible to destitute portions of 
our own country, to the savage tribes of the western wilderness, 
and to the more populous, and not less destitute nations of South 
America and the Eastern world. 


Anniversary of the United Foreign Missionary Society. 

The United Foreign Missionary Society held its Second An- 
nual Meeting in the Dutch Church in Garden-street, on Wednes- 
day last at 4 o’clock P. M. The following Officers and Mana- 
cers were chosen for the ensuing year.— e 
~ Steph. Van Rensselaer Esq. President.—Robert Lenox, Esq. 
Peter Wilson, L. L. D. Joseph Nourse, Esq. Rev. Dr. Greene, 
Rev. Dr. Livingston, Rev. Dr. Proudfit, Vice Presidents. 

Rev. Dr. Milledoler, Corresponding Sec’y.—Mr. Z. Lewis, 
Recording Secretary.—Mr. Divie Bethune, Treasurer. 

Rev. Dr. Richards, Rev. Dr. Griffin, Rev. Dr. Romeyn, Rev. 
Dr. M‘Dowell, Rev..Mr. Spring, Rev. Mr. Rowan, Rev. Mr. 
Woodhull, Rev. Mr. M*Leod, Mr. R. Havens, Mr. S. Lockwood, 
Mr. J. Little, Mr. Isaac Heyer, Mr. G. B. Vroom, Mr. M. 
Schoonmaker, Mr. Wm. Wilson, Mr. H. Rankin, Mr. J. Borland, 
Mr. J. Forsyth, Managers. 

In the Evening of the same day, the Annual Report was read, 
and a sermon was delivered by the Rev. Dr. Griffin before a nu- 
merous and respectable audience, who contributed about 270 dol- 
lars for the benefit of the Institution. The Sermon was highly 
eloquent, interesting, and appropriate ; and a copy of it, we hope, 
will be obtained for the press. 


Anniversary of the New-York Sunday School Society. 


THE THIRD ANNIVERSARY MEETING of this Society was cele- 
brated on Tuesday evening the 11th inst. in the Methodist church 
in John-street. 

Ricnarp Varick Esq. President of the Society took the 
chair at half past 7 o’clock, and the meeting was opened with 
prayer by the Rev. P. Milledoler, D. D. of the Dutch Reform- 
ed church. The minutes of the last Annual Meeting, under the 
Constitution of the Society were then read by the President. 

Mr. Eveazer Lorn, Secretary of the Society, read the Annual 
Report which contained an interesting account of the progress of 
this important Institution under the patronage of which, there are 
thirty-six schools containing about three thousand seven hundred 
children and adults receiving literary and religious instruction, 
from nearly four hundred Superintendents and Teachers. Highly 
interesting addresses were made on the occasion by the Rev, 
Messrs. G, Spring, of the Presbyterian Church, H. I. Feltus of the 
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Episcopal Church, J. Williams, of the Baptist Church, the Rey, 
Dr. Milledoler, and Mr. James Eastburn ; and the meeting was 
closed with prayer by the Rev. Mr. Spring. 


Anniversary of the Marine Bible Society of New-York, 


The Second Anniversary of this important Institution was cele. 
brated on Wednesday evening the 5th inst. in the Methodist 
church in John-street. Jonathan Little, Esq. President of the 
Society, took the chair at 8 o’clock, and the meeting was opened 
with prayer, and the Annual Report read by the Rev. Ward 
Stafford, Corresponding Secretary. Motions were made and 
seconded by Rev. Dr. Romeyn, Theodore Dwight, Esq. Mr. 
John Adams, Mr, J. R. Hurd, Capt. Obadiah Congar, Capt. Jo- 
nathan Eldridge, Capt. A. Welden. Several of whom made ap- 
propriate and interesting addresses on the occasion. 





New-York Evangelical Missionary Seciety of Young Men. 
[As we shall have occasion to notice the stations occupied by this Society 
in our “ Survey of Missionary Stations,’ we shall at present give only 
the following extracts’ from the Second Annual Report presented 2d 

December, 1818.] 

“Tuus far the Lord has helped us. It is manifest to those 
who contrast the present moral condition of this neighbourhood 
with its character six months ago, that God has performed a work 
here which calls for the devout and grateful acknowledgements of 
his people. Its effects are by no means confined to those indi- 
viduals who are, in the most important sense, its subjects. A re- 
ligious influence is becoming gradually more apparent and exten- 
sive among those who are not truly pious. Christians of other 
denominations are excited to greater and more successful activi- 
ty. ‘The neighbourhood is acquiring a character which is induc- 
ing respectable and pious families to make it their place of resi- 
dence ; so that the hope is already indulged that this section of 
the city will, within a short period, be numbered among the more 
favoured part of our Zion. Several instances of hopeful conver- 
sion have occurred since the date of my last communication, and 
a few individuals are now under religious impressions. The work 
is still silently and gradually progressive.” 

“ In Wilkesbarre a spirit of prayer amongst the little flock of 
Christ has appeared to increase ; and the few who are anxiously 
waiting for the consolation of Israel take courage that a more ge- 
neral seriousness and spirit of inquiry begins to prevail. But it 
is yetadark day in Wilkesbarre. But of Kingston, blessed be 
God, I can presenta brighter picture. There has been for some 
time past an evident aa increasing solicitude among the people : 
a few individuals have expressed a deep though silent anxiety for 
their souls. 
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+ We cannot but express our high gratification that your Mis- 
aionary has instituted two Bible Classes, who weekly recite se- 
yeral chapters from the Bible, and listen with interest and eager- 
ness to the different topics of instruction which they present 
‘These classes,” says Mr. Mitts, “ comprise the most respect- 
able youth of both sexes in the congregation. This course of in- 
struction has also been the means of introducing a very flourish- 
ing Sunday School in the village, which hitherto appeared utter- 
ly impracticable for want of teachers. ‘Though the attempt was 
exceedingly discouraging, I determined” says your Missionary, 
“to make a trial; and we have reason to bless God, who hath 
helped us, and far more than exceeded our expectations. From 
this experience, I think I sometimes shall learn to hope against 
hope, and when there is the least probability of success, to make 
a trial. On the whole, the prospects of the Church in this region 
are brightening. I believe the general impression is, that this 
part of Zion has great reason to rejoice in the labours of the Mis- 
sionaries whom your Society has sent into this very interesting 
field.’ 

“ Perhaps no part of our country affords a fairer prospect of suc- 
cess to missionary labour than this western region. 1 have made 
several excursions to different towns, and it seems as if God had 
inclined their minds to attend to the word, and opened their hearts 
to receive the truth. The Spirit is now breathing on this wilder- 
ness, and the effects are seen and felt in the souls of many who 
have been dead in trespasses and sins. Your Society may num- 
ber many new-born souls in this desolate region, who have already 
become the trophies of victorious grace, as the fruit of your bene- 
volent exertion.” 

The resources the past year, though far from being adequate 
to our disbursements, have been considerably increased. 

While adverting to the augmentation of their resources, the 
Board acknowledge the receipt of the following sums, exclusive- 
ly of the annual dues : 


Avails of Collection in City Hotel, - - - - - - $191-50 
Avails of do in Brick Church, - - - - - 238 80 
From the ladies of one of the congregations in this re 
City, toconstitute their Pastor a member forlife, - 50 00 
From the Female Charitable Society of Middletown, 
dob), <r ne eek eee ee 
From an Auxiliary Society of Southold, (L. I.) - - 17 50 
From the Youth’s Missionary Society, New-York, - 67 92 
Amount of Donations from difterent individuals, - - 502 25 


Amounting to - - - $1074 22 


It has been the purpose of the Directors to make a gradual 


advance ; but they are pained to say, they have been still my¢h 
VOL. VI, M 
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restricted for want of means. They have been willing to fee; 
the pressure of embarrassment, that they might be more urgen: 
in their solicitations for relief. But notwithstanding all their 
solicitations, they have been obliged to turn a deaf ear to up. 
wards of twenty applications, and those too of the most pressing 
character, for Missionary aid. Beloved Brethren, is it not time 
to think more seriously, to. feel more strongly, and to act more 
industriously and strenuously for this exalted cause? Who can 
put his hand to the plough and look back? Let our Missionaries 
themselves plead with you :—** The spiritual necessities of infant 
settlements, and heathen lands, have made an appeal to favoured 
piety, that sits unmolested within the precincts of the sanctuary, 
and not with an empty reply. Streams of love have richly and 
largely flown to create, or be the means of creating, the same 
holy affection, where abominations, fit to make an angel weep, 
have made the land groan, and heavens afraid. Think of the 
situations of piety in such regions, and in such circumstances ; 
you have thought of it—gratefu/, unspeakably grateful, for what 
has been done, yet tremblingly alive, and solicitous for the future, 
Wanting those barriers which fortify the stronger holds of re- 
ligion, she feels her weakness and dependence ; looking away ir 
the attitude of desire, and with the feelings of hope, to a kindred 
spirit, where ability rests, and whence the first assistance has been 
rendered, her language is, though silent, yet easy to be read, 
* Will that charity dry up, till we also are made strong?” Tellus, 
Brethren, can our ears be deaf to such a cry as this? Shall not 
the apprehensions of trembling piety be relieved, and all her 
tears wiped away? Yes, fellow-labourers, were we to utter the 
sentiments which pervade this Society, we are persuaded we 
should publish to the wilderness, that so long as the cause this 
infant Institution has espoused is capable of progression, so long 
the Society will progress with it, and never cease from the work, 
till itis become the fountain of blessing to millions yet unborn. 


American Epucation Society. 


Report of the Directors of the American Education Society on the 
subject of assigning Beneficiaries to particular Churches or Bene- 
factors. 


Ina communication to the Directors of the American Educa- 
tion Society, at their meeting, April 14, 1819, the Rev. Sereno 
E. Dwight, in behalf of the Church under his pastoral care, re- 
quested the Directors to give a definite, public expression of thew 
opinicn on the following interesting question, viz.: Whether! 
is expedient, that the Directors should select Beneficiaries by name, 
as the particular objects of the charity of individual churches or 
benefactors. From the sincerest respect to those, who have made 
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this request, as well as to other churches and individuals, wha 
have been contemplating the same subject, the Directors are in- 
duced to give in the following communication, a public expres- 
sion of their opinion on the question which has been thus brought 
before them. ‘ 

The Directors cannot but feel the highest gratification in the 
active zeal, which has been excited in churches and individuals, 
as well as in the community at large, in favour of the great object 
of the American Education Society ; and would gladly contribute 
to raise, toa still higher degree, that benevolent ardour, which has 
already effected so much for the cause of Zion. With this view, 
they have heretofore been inclined to advocate the method of as- 
signing beneficiaries by name to individual churches and benefac- 
tors. And they are still satisfied that, were there no insurmount- 
able difficulties attending it, this method would be calculated to 
create a lively interest in the object of this Society, and might 
possibly, in some instances, secure larger contributions, than any 
other method. Buta deliberate consideration of the subject, and 
a little experience, haye resulted in a conviction, that the method 
of selection proposed, is inexpedient, 

Inthe first place, it would obviously be an unpleasant and ha- 
zardous business, for the Board to undertake to make a selection 
from the list of their beueficiaries, when it would of necessity be 
understood, that the selection is meant to be a mark of distinction 
mong them. On any other principle, the selection would not be 
satisfactory to those, for whom it was made. Churches and indi- 
vidual benefactors would naturally expect, that the Directors 
would assign to them scholars of high qualifications, So that the 
selection would unavoidably be understood to be a mark of dis- 
tinction, not only among the beneficiaries, but also among those 
benevolent societies or individuals, to whom the selected benefi- 
laries should be assigned. The Directors are not prepared to en- 
‘ounter the evils, which might originate from their attempting to 
make a distinction in either of these respects, even if they could 
be sure of making the distinction justly. They would apprehend 
no small danger to the beneficiaries, who should thus, at the very 
commencement of their education, be publicly distinguished by 
the Board, and be made the particular objects not only of the 
“harity, but of the flattering personal attention of their benefactors, 
Honourable distinctions conferred upon young men even at the 
end of their literary course, have generally an unpropitious moral 
influence, against which we cannot too vigilantly guard the hearts 
of those, who are to be ministers of the meek and lowly Jesus. 
But in the opinion of this Board, that influence must be much 
more unpropitious, if the public distinction is conferred, before 
‘he youthful mind is strengthened by the discipline of education, 


and secured from danger by some degree of maturity in its facul- 
‘tes and habits, 


































































































































































92 American Education Soctety. 
It is equally obvious, that those beneficiaries, who should not 
receive the honourable distinction, conferred upon their associates 
would be likely to feel a sensible depression and discouragement, 

But another evil, of no small moment, would arise from the 
circumstance, that the Directors could not rely upon their own 
judgment, to make the distinction proposed, with perfect justice, 
They, who are conversant with the education of youth, well know, 
how often those, who appear to have minds of the first promise, 
atthe outset, are by and by outstripped by others, who were 
ranked far below them. In this aflair there will be perpetual 
disappointments. No human foresight can determine, what will 
be the rank of scholarship, which any youth, now commencing 
his course, will ultimately attain. And no human power can 
control the causes which conspire to awaken the latent energies 
of the mind, and to form the youthful character. This impossi- 
bility of making the proposed distinction justly, and the conse- 
quences which would be occasioned, by a disappointment of the 
expectations of benefactors, respecting the ultimate character of 
a particular youth, constitute another of the intrinsic difficulties, 
which embarrass the plan of selection proposed. 

An additional objection arises from the perplexity, which 
would be created, in managing the pecuniary concerns of the 
Society, if any considerable number of churches or individual 
benefactors should undertake to support particular young men 
by name, and each church, or benefactor, should of course, have 
an account current opened, in the Books of the Treasurer of the 
Society, with each beneficiary to be thus supported. 

And although the plan of selection proposed would have the 
advantage of giving an individuality to the object of charity, and 
of bringing it near ; it is, on the whole, the persuasion of the 
Directors, that there is no occasion to resort to this plan, in or- 
der to excite in the public mind the most lively interest. They 
cannot but think, that any church or society, who have sufficient 
enlargement of heart to engage in this benevolent work, will feel 
amore sensible excitement, in contributing, with others, to the 
education of several hundred young men for the ministry, than 
from the consideration, that some individual by name is the ob- 
ject of their charities. 

This Board are confirmed in the opinion above stated, by the 
resultof the experience, which other societies have had. In no 
case has there ever been a warmer zeal excited in our country 
for the promotien of any benevolent object, than for the support 
of our missionaries to pagan lands.—But all this zeal has been 
excited, without any such selection of individuals, as is contem- 
plated in this case. It has been found sufficient for the friends 
of the Foreign Mission to know, that they were contributing to 
the support of Missionaries, and to the propagation of Christi- 
anity among those, who were perishing for lack of vision. The 
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came has been the case with other.charitable institutions, at home 
and abroad. 

The Directors think it necessary to add that, where churches 
or individuals desire it, a sufficient degree of definiteness and in- 
dividuality may be given to the object of these charities, in an- 
other way, not attended with any of the difficulties, which em- 
barrass the plan of selection, viz. ; that a church, or an individual 
benefactor should statedly contribute the average sum, that is 
necessary for the maintenance of one or more beneficiaries. And 
they wish it to be distinctly understood, that, in case any 
church, or individual benefactors, are acquainted with a young 
man of promising qualifications, and choose to commit him to 
the care of the American Education Society, affording him 
through their agency, and in conformity to the rules which go- 
vern them respecting other beneficiaries, what is necessary to en- 
able him to acquire an education for the ministry, thus taking 
upon themselves the responsibility of making their own selection ; 
the strongest objections which lie against the plan, considered 
above, would be entirely removed. 


Attest, ASA EATON, Clerk. 


Third Report of the New-York Female Union Society, for the Pro- 
motion of Sabbath Schools. 


Iv reviewing the progress of the “‘ Female Union Society for 
the promotion of Sabbath Schools,’”? and other institutions en- 
gaged in the same important work, how cheering, how animating 
is the prospect! 

A few years ago, and the name of a Sunday School was scarcely 
known in our land. Missionary, Bible, and Tract Societies, 
have multiplied, but the exertions of these have been materially 
accelerated since the establishment of Sunday Schools. 

The precious volume of the word of life, which so many are 
engaged in translating into every tongue, and furnishing without 
money and without price, must still have remained to thousands a 
sealed book, but for Sunday Schools. Bible Societies furnish the 
Scriptures, Sunday Schools the capacity to read and understand 
them. Without the aid of a Sunday School, the Adult, neglected 
in early years, would still be spending the precious hours of the 
Sabbath in riot, or at best in listless inactivity. Our streets and 
high ways would still be crowded with idle boys and girls, pro- 
laning God’s holy name and day, but for Sunday Schools. 

Unlike the barren fig tree, which three years disappointed the 
hopes of the husbandman, these institutions from a small seed 
have become a great tree. ‘* A vine which the Lord’s right hand 
hath planted; the Lord hath prepared room before it, has caused 
it to take deep root, and it has filled the land.”’? From north to 


south, from east to west, nota city, not a village, but has its Sun- 
dey School, 






























































































































































94 Female Umon Society for Promoting Sabbath Schools. 


What three years ago seemed incredible, now ceases to he 3 
wonder: not only do adults and children learn to read witha fa. 
cility unknown in other schools, but make the Bible their own by 
the quantity of Scripture they commit to memory. When were. 
collect that the Teachers are the youth of our country, who jp 
theirturn will train up a seed, to take their places in the Sabbath 
Schools, after we shall have ceased from our labours; and that 
“the children will tell their children, and their children another 
generation,’’ the mind stretches forward in delightful anticipation 
of that day when “ they shall teach no more every man his neigh. 
bour, and every man his brother, saying, know the Lord: {or 
they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest of 
them, saith the Lord.” 

In order to ensure a longer attendance at the Schools, after the 
pupils had learnt to read, and repeat catechisms and hymns, the 
Committee judged it proper to permit the higher classes to sub. 
scribe for Bibles, prayer books, or the Psalm and Hymn _ books 
used in the churches to which they are attached ; these to be paid 
for in certificates of good behaviour, punctual attendance, and for 
committing Scriptures, answering M‘Dowell’s questions, &c. By 
these’ means many are not only furnished with the word of God, 
rendered more valuable tothem by being the reward of industry, 
but have the delightful privilege of joining in the praises of the 
sanctuary. So many have already gained these rewards, and are 
still storing their minds with useful knowledge, the Committee 
find the funds of the institution inadequate to furnish more pre- 
miums; they have therefore recommended the establishing of a 
library in each school, to be supplied with such books as the So- 
ciety publish, and others as the generosity of the Christian public 
may enable them to furnish from time to time. 

‘The Committee must refer to the reports from the Superinten- 
dents of the different Schools, for a particular account of what 
has been effected during the past year. 

School No. 1.—A kind Providence has watched over us another 
year; a year ofdistinguished mercies: may they not be written 
upon the sand, but recorded as ona rock. At the commence- 
ment of the present year the Superintendent was called to mourn 
the loss of four pious Teachers, by their removal from the city, 
and she was almost ready to imagine that the breach thus made 
could not be healed ; but He, whose “ ways are not as our ways,” 
soon called her to “stand still and see the salvation of God.” 
Six Teachers, inthe very morning of life, have listened to the 
tender invitation of the compassionate Redeemer ; ‘“‘ My daughter, 
ie me thine heart,’ and have united themselves to the Church of 

od—tears of penitence have flowed from the eyes of many 
scholars, and no less than eight have this year been received as 
members of the visible church. The prayer meeting for colour- 
ed adults is continued on Sabbath evenings, under the care of the 
Elders of our Church: the monthly meeting for Teachers and 
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Scholars is discontinued for the present; but the weekly prayer 
meeting of Teachers is in a flourishing state, and has proved a 
blessing tomany. A coloured girl, aged eighteen, has been re- 
moved by death; we have reason to believe she was a child of 
grace. Nearly two years ago she gave evidence of a change of 
heart, but owing to subsequent impropriety of conduct, was-not 
received as a member of the Church. In her last sickness she 
acknowledged and lamented the inconsistency of her behaviour, 
and said the Lord had chastened her for it. Her sickness was a 
long and painful one, yet she was never heard to complain: she 
was visited by our Pastor, and frequently by the Superintendent 
and Teachers ; her hope and confidence in Jesus as her Saviour 
remained unshaken to the last. The Adult prayer meeting was 
held in her room weekly, at her request, until she became too 
weak to bear it. She spoke of death with the utmost composure, 
and when a short time before her departure, she observed her 
mother in tears, she said, ‘Do not weep for me, mother, I am 
happy; I die in the full assurance that I shall go to be with my 
Saviour.” } 

Our present number of scholars is less than it has been on an 
former anniversary ; but their diligence and improvement is call 
greater: eighty-two names are on the Register, viz. forty-two 
white children; nineteen coloured; and twenty-one coloured 
adults; there are two Superintendents, and twelve Teachers. 
From the Teachers’ books it appears that one hundred and fifty- 
seven chapters in the Bible have been committed to memory ; 
five hundred and seven hymns; six thousand one hundred and 
thirty-one verses in Catechism; and three thousand two hundred 
and ninety-two Answers to M‘Dowell’s Questions. Nine scho- 
lars have been promoted from the first to the second class; eight 
from the second to the third; and eleven from the third to the 
Bible class. We should exceed the limits of our Report were 
we to notice particularly all who have distinguished themselves 
the past year; we think, however, it is but justice to mention the 
three first divisions of the Bible class, and the Bible class of 
coloured adults, as especially entitled to commendation. The 
Superintendent desires to tender her acknowledgements to her 
Assistant and Teachers, for their attention to the general interests 
of the school during her absence from the city last summer ; 
while she acknowledges there is scarcely a necessity for the ex- 
hortation, ‘‘ Be not weary in well doing,” she begs leave to close 
this Report with a short extract from a former one. “A little 
reflection must convince every Sabbath School Teacher that she 
has duties to perform towards her scholars during the week, as 
well as on the Sabbath, and that, unless absentees are faithfully 
visited, no school can flourish.” 

The Superintendent gratefully acknowledges the receipt of a 


donation of fifty Tracts from the Female Juvenile Tract Society 
of this city. 























































































The Smile of Jesus. 


THE MARINERS’ CHURCH. 


We understand that the Directors of ‘* The port of New-Yor) 
Society, for promoting. the Gospel among Seamen,” are about to 
make a vigorous effort to increase their funds, to enable them to 
erect a HOUSE oF worsuiP for the accommodation ef those who 
go down to the sea in ships. Considering the strong claims 
which Seamen have on the community, and the immense good 
which will evidently result to merchants—to our citizens at large 
—and to Zion. it cannot admit of a doubt, that the Institution will 
receive that liberal patronage which it deserves. The good effects 
of it have already been seen and acknowledzged—its claims must 
be felt—and we are confident a Church will be erected which shall 
be worthy of a city so distinguished for its benevolent institutions, 


THE SMILE OF JESUS. 
By W. B. Cottyer. 

Lovely is the face of nature 

Deck’d with Spring’s unfolding flowers, 
While the Sun shows ev’ry Gatare 

Smiling through descending showers : 
Birds, with songs the time beguiling, 

Chant their little notes with glee— 
But to see a Saviour smiling, 

Is more soft—more sweet to me! 


Morn her melting tints displaying, 

Ere the sluggard is awake ; 
Ev’ning’s zephyrs gently straying 

O’er the surface of the lake ; 
Meking hues, and airy breezes, 

All have powerful charms for me— 
But no earthly beauty pleases 

When, my Lord, compar’d to thee! 


Soft and sweet are show’rs descending 
On the parch’d, expecting ground ; 

Fragrance, from the fields ascending, 
Scatter health and joy around. 

These, with ev’ry earthly blessing, 
Loudly for thanksgiving call— 

Yet, one smile from thee possessing, 
Surely far exceeds them all! 


Sweet is sleep to tired nature ; 
Sweet to labour is repose ; 
Sweet to life is every creature ; 
Sweet the balm that hope bestows : 
But tho’ spring, and ev’ning’s breezes, 

Sleep, and hope, and life, to me 
All are pleasant—nothing pleases, 
Jesus! like a smile from thee! 


